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Greater Bridgeport Retired Teachers Association

Dear Colleagues,
When I assumed the presidency in July 2019, I had no idea that I would preside over only three
meetings to date. At this time, GBRTA’s Board of Directors does not anticipate
any in-person meetings until spring of 2021. Despite the lack of in-person gatherings, GBRTA will keep members informed about retirement issues through its
newsletter and emails.
GBRTA continues to support students entering the field of education by awarding scholarships to graduating seniors from the 16 public high schools in our geographic area. Special thanks for doing a difficult job under extraordinary circumstances go to our scholarship co-chairs Marilyn Mitchell and Deena Begin.
As I write this letter, our area students are returning to school. I know many of
us are grateful that we do not have to address in-school, hybrid or remote distance learning as
well as masks, social distancing, hand washing and sanitizing desks. Speaking with colleagues who
are still active educators, I found that the past year was very difficult for each and every one of
them. Let us wish them well for the 2020-2021 school year.
With national and local elections only weeks away, every registered voter in CT should have received an absentee voter request form in the mail. If you do not feel comfortable going to the polls
in person, send in the form and an absentee ballot will be mailed to you. Fill out the ballot. Remember to sign it. The number one reason a ballot is rejected is the lack of a signature. Either mail
it or drop it in the locked box in your municipality. Do it as soon as possible so that your vote will
be counted. I cannot emphasize strongly enough, do not wait until November 3rd.
Like many activities, our collection for Samaritan’s Purse will not take place this year. However, I
encourage you to give a holiday gift to a needy child through your favorite charity. In closing, I eagerly await the time when we will see each other again. I am sure that you miss the camaraderie at
the luncheon and the opportunity to visit with friends.
Stay safe,

Rose Marie D’Aquila
In Brief


GBRTA is planning for a Zoom meeting on December 3,2020 at 10:00 am. Save the Date! Details to follow.



The Connecticut Teachers’ Retirement Board ‘s Open Enrollment Presentations, highlighting
your 2021 medical insurance plan benefit offerings, will be held virtually. The virtual meetings
are scheduled from October 15 to October 28.
The annual open enrollment period for the upcoming plan year will be from October 5 to November 30. Visit the TRB website at www.ct.gov/trb and select the Open Enrollment link, click
the Meeting Schedule link and follow the directions to participate in the meetings.



ARTC/PAC has asked candidates for the Connecticut Senate and House of Representatives
about their understanding of and support for issues important to retired teachers. PAC recommendations are available at www.ARTCT.org



There was no legislative action on the Income Tax Exemption for teachers’ pensions. The issue will come up again when the Legislature begins its new session in January 2021.
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Meet Your Officers
With this issue of the newsletter, GBRTA begins a series of articles that will introduce you to the officers
and committee chairs who serve our organization.
GBRTA President, Rose Marie D’Aquila’s teaching career began in Stratford at the middle and high school levels. After
13 years she left teaching to become a stay-at-home mom to Stephen and Theresa. During the her “at-home “years,
Rose Marie was a room mother, library volunteer, field trip chaperone and volunteered for various PTA committees.
She served as both a Den Mother and Girl Scout leader.
With both children in school, Rose Marie returned to the classroom substituting at Trumbull High School and then
teaching math at Trumbull‘s Alternate School where she remained until her retirement in 2012.
Upon retirement Rose Marie joined GBRTA and the Association of Retired Teacher of Connecticut (ARTC) where she
serves on its Board of Directors and Scholarship Committee. On a more personal level, Rose Marie and husband Tony
have traveled extensively and particularly enjoyed a recent culinary tour of Italy on the Amalfi Coast. They stay young
by regularly sitting (?) with their toddler grandson and granddaughter.
Sandra Petrucelli-Carbone, GBRTA First Vice-President, retired as a Bridgeport Curriculum Specialist after a thirty-nine
year career in regular and special education. She participated as an assessor and mentor in the Connecticut State Assessor Program.
Sandy is the Corresponding Secretary of the Greater Bridgeport Retired Teachers Fund, Inc. and
serves on its Nominations Committee. She is presently an active member of The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International, a worldwide society of women educators. She served as state and chapter
president as well as on international committees. Sandra’s interests include art, music, photography, reading, theatre and cultivating indoor plants.
As vice-president of GBRTA ,Sandy is responsible for programs at general meetings of the Association. She would appreciate your suggestions for speakers.

Over her 25 year career in public education, Rita McDougald-Campbell taught high school English in
New Haven, and served in administrative positions in Milford and Shelton, ending her career in 2015 as
the A-House principal at Trumbull High School, from which she retired.
A 26 year Trumbull resident, Rita, in pre-COVID days was a stage and film enthusiast and enjoyed traveling, especially cruising. She hopes to resume those pleasures in a post-COVID world.
In addition to serving as the Corresponding Secretary for GBRTA, Rita is a member of ARTC, CEA-R, and
RTHA. She is also a proud alumna of Boston University, Southern Connecticut State University, Sacred
Heart University, and has been enrolled at Housatonic Community College since her retirement. As
her friends and family say, Rita is the embodiment of the phrase life-long learner.

The chart shows the rates for the Anthem
Medicare Advantage and Medicare Supplement Health Insurance Plans. There are no
changes in co pays from the 2020 plans to the
2021 plans. The only change in benefits is that
acupuncture is now covered.
Members continue to have access to all Providers
who accept Medicare
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In Memoriam
The following deceased members would
have been remembered at GBRTA’s May
2020 meeting . They will be included in our
next Memorial service.
Deanna Culbert
April 14, 2019
Gerald Mohyde
June 4, 2019
Rita Nappi
.June 5, 2019
Lawrence Menta
June 16, 2019
Carole Jennings
June 30, 2019
Harold Jacobson
July 5, 2019
Dolores Buccelly
July 13, 2019
Connie Dimock
August 2, 2019
James Pando
August 28, 2019
Sonya Schopick
September 6, 2019
Louis Prevost
September 14, 2019
Mary Lou Vitelli
October 4, 2019
Joan Visokay
October 14, 2019
Patricia Connors
December 23, 2019
Edna Miller
January 1, 2020
Emery J. Kelemen
April 2, 2020
Margaret Kelly
April 15, 2020
Miriam Raubvogel
April 17, 2020
Peter Lazar
April 21, 2020
Marilyn Gardner
April 28, 2020
Ruth Baron
May 9, 2020
Stanley J. Roman, Jr
May 14, 2020

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Annual Dues—$20

Life Membership $250

The membership year runs from September 1—August 31. Members
whose dues are two or more years in arrears will be dropped from the
membership file and must repay two years of back dues for reinstatement.
Please check the address label on this newsletter. If the message after
your name is anything other than Life Member or any date before September 1, 2021 your dues are in arrears.
Name
Address
City

State

Email
Year Retired
New Member

Zip

Phone
School System
Renewal

Amount of check

Check here if there are any changes to your contact information.
Mail form and check, payable to GBRTA to
Ann Block

60 Ridgeview Avenue

Trumbull, CT 06611

Greater Bridgeport Retired Teachers Fund
Due to the pandemic, the Board of the GBRTF voted to publish the Slate of Officers for the 2020 – 2022 term for
your vote of acceptance. Yes votes do not require a response. If you are opposed to the slate, or vote No please
call Nominating Committee member Susan Reher at (203) 218-7903 or Sandra Petrucelli-Carbone at (203) 9297769.
There is one Board position open. There are four meetings per year, normally held on the first Wednesday of the
month. Anyone interested in the position or in getting more information about the position, please contact Deborah Broccoli, President, at (203) 520-3976.
In October you will be receiving a document with the names of the officers/board members of the GBRTF, the list
of health benefits offered by the Fund, and the directions for applying for assistance. Please keep this information
in a safe place and share it with appropriate family members or caregivers.
Officers
Deborah Broccoli, President
Marie Petitti, First Vice-President
Andrew Figlar, Second Vice-President
Jo-Ann Olsen, Treasurer
Eileen McMahon, Recording Secretary
Sandra Petrucelli-Carbone, Corresponding Secretary

Board Members
Lynn Corra
Jacqueline Norcel
Walter Drozeck
Susan Reher
Gloria Francesconi
Greta Stanford
Mary McIntyre
Michael Ward

2020 Scholarship Awardees
Since the pandemic eliminated many school year or summer jobs for students, our scholarships were particularly needed and welcome. Please consider a donation to the Scholarship Fund.
Bridgeport

Milford

Bassick High School

Bryan Vega Lopez
Sacred Heart University

Jonathan Law High School

Central High School

Jennifer Lemus-Amaya
Sacred Heart University

Joseph Foran High School

Harding High School

Natasha Martinez
Housatonic Community College

Bullard Havens Technical
Shamarra Figueroa
Norwalk Community College
Fairchild Wheeler Interdistrict Madison Goodson
Southern CT State University
Easton
Joel Barlow High School

Elisabeth Eastus
University of Rhode Island

Fairfield
Ludlowe High School
Warde High School

Victoria Greenwald
University of Delaware
Tess Vincent
Elon University

Skylar Sosa
Salve Regina University
Corina Massey
University of Connecticut

Platt Technical High School
Alaina Goodrich
Norwalk Community College
Monroe
Masuk High School
Shelton
Shelton High School
Stratford
Bunnell High School
Stratford High School
Trumbull
Trumbull High School
`````

Olivia Frost
University of Delaware
Cora Welsh
Southern CT State University
Susan Poisson
University of South Carolina
Nicholas Nunez
Wagner College
Lauren Marini
Sacred Heart University

