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From the President’s Podium
“Summer vacation is the time when parents realize that teachers 
are grossly underpaid.” Author unknown

As I am writing this, today’s temperature is nearing 100 degrees and this is the 
“Fall” newsletter!

I would like to pass along to you some information received from ARTC since 
our last newsletter: First, a big thanks goes to ARTC (and affiliates like GBRTA) for taking the lead in 
successfully lobbying our Legislators to make NO changes in the Teacher Pension Tax Exclusion Law 
which excluded 10% of our 2015 retirement pay from taxation and will exclude 25% this year and 50% 
next year. This information underscores the importance of membership in both the ARTC and the 
GBRTA.

Secondly, while state government continues to explore spreading its pension debt further into the 
future, Connecticut apparently won’t have that option when it comes to benefits owed its public 
school teachers. The state’s bond counsel has warned that restructuring contributions to the teachers’ 
pension would violate restrictions the state accepted when it borrowed $2 billion to bolster the fund 
eight years ago. This means that the state must continue to contribute, each year, enough to 
the pension program to catch up on past mistakes (underfunding) and to cover the future retirement 
costs of today’s teachers. Note: Since the bond is for 25 years, our pensions are safe for 17 more years. 
After that, who knows?

And finally, Facebook! It is a powerful communication tool that comes at no cost. Research indicates 
that Facebook’s fastest growing age demographic is people aged 55 and older, with 56% of Internet 
users 65+ now using Facebook. If you are not a Facebook user and would like to subscribe, there is an 
excellent AARP video link that will help you get started. It is: http://aarptek.aarp.org/getting-started-w-
facebook - of course you have to have internet access to open the link! Here are some additional links 
that might be of interest: 
Aetna Dental: http://www.ct.gov/trb/lib/trb/formsandpubs/dentalplan_schedulebenefits.pdf 
CT Department of Education: http://www.state.ct.us/sde Retired Teachers Certification: http://www.
sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2613&Q=321230 CT Teacher Retirement Board: http://www.state.ct.us/
trb/ Express Scripts: http://www.express-scripts.com 
Stirling Benefits: http://www.stirlingbenefits.com/teacher-retirement-board CT Travel: http://portal.
ct.gov/recreation/?Taxid=560 Theater, Dance & Music Tickets: https://tdf.org/

We have planned a nice mix of entertaining and informative programs, fabulous meals, and time to 
socialize with fellow retirees during our meetings this year. If you have friends who have retired from 
teaching who have not joined us – bring them along! Consider volunteering for one of our committees 
– there’s something for everyone and our Committee Chairs would really appreciate the help. And, 
importantly, plan to attend Lobby Day in the spring and support legislative efforts that are beneficial to 
us and our fellow retirees.

Bob Pitzschler
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How Significant Is Your Shoebox?

Several years ago, Mary Lou Vitelli’s daughter Mary Louise, 
visiting from Afghanistan, attended a GBRTA meeting with her 
mother. She told us that, enroute to the airport, her Afghan 
driver said that as a boy he had received a wonderful box from 
the United States. It was the first time that he and his siblings 
ever had their own pencils! What we take for granted meant so 
much to  him. Twenty years later, he still had the box.

So again this year the GBRTA will be part of the “Christmas 
Child” project, sponsored by Samaritan’s Purse, to provide gifts 
for needy children around the world, including in the United 
States. Won’t you participate in the “Shoebox Project”?  Just 
fill an ordinary shoebox with small toys and personal objects 
for a child ages 2- 4, 5-9, or 10-14. Label the box with the 
sex and age of the child. Boxes may be decorated but not 
sealed. Some gift suggestions are school supplies such as pens, 
pencils, sharpeners, erasers, crayons, solar calculators, coloring 
books; toys like small cars, balls, stuffed animals, jump ropes, 
yo-yos; hygiene items like toothpaste, toothbrushes, combs, 
bar soap (in a plastic bag); and sundry items like socks, hair 
clips, flashlights (with extra batteries), chewing gum. Do NOT 
include war-related items, chocolate or food, liquids or lotions, 
any breakable, glass or aerosol items. 

At the November GBRTA meeting, Social Services chair 
Ronnie Hendrick will be collecting your shoeboxes. Monetary 
contributions to defray shipping costs ($7 per box) will also 
be solicited at the November meeting. If you have questions, 
contact Ronnie at 203-795-6606.
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Upcoming Trips Set for Fall

Contact Lois Hoyt (203-261-6693/ Ldh29@aol.com) or 
Angela McKelvey (203-227-3222/ lamckelvey@optonline.
net) for reservations. Consult the website (www.gbrta.
org) for further information. 
N.B. Send checks to Angela McKelvey, 273A 
Agawam Lane, Stratford, CT 06614.

• October 13, 2016  
Newport Playhouse and Cabaret Restaurant
Lobsterfest Matinee featuring
“The Last of the Red Hot Lovers”
$107 includes bus, lunch buffet and show, gratuities
Payment due by September 5, 2016

• October 19-21, 2016
Autumn in Lancaster: “Samson” at Millenium Theatre
Hotel: Country Inn of Lancaster
“Anything Goes” at Dutch Apple Dinner Theater
$489 double, $619 single, $469 triple
Includes bus, hotel, 4 meals, 2 shows, gratuities
Payment due by September 8, 2016
Cancellation insurance available/recommended

• October 20, 2016
Oktoberfest at Hunt’s Landing
Open bar and buffet with German specialties 
Entertainment by John Stevens’ Doubleshot Band
$96 includes bus, lunch, entertainment, gratuities
Payment due by September 8, 2016

• October 28, 2016
Germanfest at the Williams Inn, Williamstown, MA
Authentic German food and beer 
Austrian and Bavarian music by Stratton Mt. Boys Trio
Visit to the Yankee Candle Company
$109 includes bus, lunch, entertainment, gratuities
Payment due by September 15, 2016

• December 1, 2016
Boars Head Feast at the Williams Inn 
Bright Nights holiday lights display
$117 includes bus, buffet, entertainment, gratuities
Payment due by October 13, 2016

• December 15, 2016
Christmas in Newport
Tour of one holiday-decorated mansion
Lunch at Old Grist Mill Tavern, Seekonk, MA
Visit to LaSalette Shrine in Seekonk
$109 includes bus, tour, lunch, gratuities
Payment due by October 27, 2016



Testo’s Restaurant, Bridgeport, CT
Doors open at 10:00 AM • Meeting at 10:30 AM

 October 6, 2016 November 10, 2016 December 8, 2016
  Ziti with meatballs Turkey with dressing Prime rib au jus
 Chicken Francaise Baked sole oreganata Chicken Cordon Bleu
 Baked scrod with lemon Roast beef with gravy Salmon with dill sauce 
 $23 $23 $27
 Reserve by 9/30 Reserve by 11/4 Reserve by 12/2
 Cancel by 10/4 Cancel by 11/8 Cancel by 12/6

•Make checks payable to GBRTA. Note date and menu choice on check. Only one date 
per check.  Checks must accompany reservations. No checks accepted at the door.

•Members may attend the GBRTA meeting without staying for lunch. There will be a 
table for meeting-attendees only. To assure adequate seating, please contact Trudi or 
Larry Black if you are coming.

•Reserve/cancel with Trudi or Larry Black, 487 Church Hill Road, Trumbull, CT 06611 
(203-261-6576, trudib@aol.com or laryblak@aol.com).

Join Us for Lunch

Should You Change Your State Withholding?
Last fall, when we knew that 10% of our state pensions would be exempt from 
CT state income tax, we advised that you “sit tight and see how the math works 
out when you file for 2015.” Now it is time for a second look. Through the 
efforts of GBRTA, ARTC, and other retired teacher groups, 25% of your pension 
will be exempt from 2016 taxes—more than double what was exempt in 2015. 
And 50% should be exempt in 2017.  So review your 2015 CT return.  (If you 
failed to take the exemption in 2015, you can still file an amended return.) 
Talk to your tax adviser and/or calculate the difference that a 25% exemption 
would have made. Unlike withholding for federal taxes, you can designate the 
dollar amount held for CT taxes. Is the TRB holding more than necessary? If 
the withholding exceeds your tax liability, you will, of course, get a refund. But 
perhaps you could use the extra money each month. Should you decide that 
you want less withheld now, you can obtain the form at www.ct.gov/trb under 
Forms for Retired Teachers.

GBRTA Awards Scholarships to 15 Area Graduates
The GBRTA recently presented scholarships, this year in the amount of $1100 
each, to graduates of fifteen Greater Bridgeport area high schools. These awards 
were based on scholarship, leadership, and plans to pursue a career in education. 
Congratulations to the recipients of the 2016 awards: Bassick, Simon McIntyre; 
Bullard-Havens, Miguel Diaz; Bunnell, Katelyn Root; Central, Annaleeza Lawrence 
Fairfield Ludlowe, Daniel Montanez; Fairfield Warde, Katherine Murnane; Foran, 
Katelyn Stokes; Harding, Yafreisi Olive; Joel Barlow, Sarah Gonzalez; Jonathan Law, 
Nolan Beardsley; Masuk, Brianna Gralia; Platt Tech, Monica Capriglione; Shelton, 
Jaclyn Pensiero; Stratford, Shannon Dugan; Trumbull, Joseph Tividar.

FALL MEETING DATES
GBRTA
September 22, 2016
October 27, 2016
November 2, 2016

GBRTA
October 6, 2016
November 10, 2016
December 8, 2016

GBRTF
September 7, 2016
November 2, 2016

IN BRIEF

IN MEMORIAM

Martha Mahoney 4/25/16

Helen Liskov  5/26/16

Ethel Elson  6/5/16

Sandra Peslak  7/3/16

Patricia Bruno  7/9/16

Marjorie Schlosser 7/11/16

Sally Redston  7/22/16

• Interim Bridgeport School 
Superintendent Fran Rabinowitz will 
be the speaker at the October 6 
meeting.

• Welcome to Paulette Taylor Powell 
and Cheryl Cortina, new GBRTA 
members.

• Around October 1, check your 
mail for a very important letter 
explaining the insurance and health 
care benefits offered to you by 
Greater Bridgeport Retired Teachers 
Fund (GBRTF) .

• The ARTC fall meeting will be 
held on October 18 at Aqua Turf. For 
details call the ARTC office at 860-
284-9760.  The CEA-R fall meeting 
is on September 20, also at Aqua 
Turf. For information, contact Greta 
Stanford at 203-878-8081.

• Please notify Nan Stern at 203-
261-9791 or at nanstern19@aol.com 
if you change your phone number, 
home or email address.

• Did you pay your dues? The date 
next to your name on the address 
label tells when your dues are payable. 
For most yearly members, they were 
due on July 1.

• Member Services chairperson Peggy 
Vaugh (203-452-8219) is the person 
to contact whenever you know of a 
member who is hospitalized, shut-in, 
or homebound.



GBRTA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Annual Dues: $20 Life Membership: $250

Membership year runs from July 1-June 30. Please keep your dues current. Anyone behind in dues for two years or
more will be dropped from the membership file and must repay two-years’ back dues to be reinstated.

Mail form and dues (payable to GBRTA) to Nan Stern, 44 Lafayette Drive, Trumbull, CT 06611

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Name _________________________________________________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________________________________

City____________________________________________ State _______________ Zip code __________________

Phone _________________________________________ E-mail__________________________________________

Year retired _____________________________ School system __________________________________________

Amt. Enclosed $_________________________ New Member ________________ Renewal ________________
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